
Swimming against the tide

Applying our testimonies and 
values to current concerns 

about injustice



Injustice in our society is brought 
about by 5 tenets

1. Elitism is efficient

Elitism is mainly brought about by 
the educational system and 
affects people’s life chances, but 
also can affect anything seen as 
decent or acceptable



Tenet

2. Exclusion is necessary

Income inequality excludes more 
people from the norm of society 
that we expect such as bodily 
integrity, ability to play, relax and 
take holidays



Tenet

3. Prejudice is natural

Very few of our neural pathways 
are committed at birth and we 
adapt to what we experience. 
Moved from feudal cooperative 
to totalitarian competitive in a 
few generations 



Tenet

4. Greed is good

When there is abundance the 
concern about what others 
have gets out of hand. Misery 
fuelled by reducing 
everyone’s sense of adequacy



Tenet

5. Despair is inevitable

The final injustice. Competition 
and inequality are known to 
contribute to the rise in mental 
health and depression



The 5 tenets lead to inequality

All these aspects are linked and lead to the 
increased inequality we now experience. The 
need for challenge is strengthened by our 
awareness of the causes of many of the 
current problems and poor quality of life. That 
awareness is critical in achieving change. 
Constantly examining issues involving the five 
tenets and our own assumptions and 
challenging them will enable change to 
happen. 



Everything to defeat injustice lies 
in the mind

Elitism – change the education 
system, focus on family 
breakdown, parenting issues, 
speak out for greater tolerance, 
compassion and respect, living it 
in our lives



Hopes and concerns

• Financial reductions effecting small voluntary 
organisations

• Reduction in creative activity in prisons, 
education, with the emphasis on work

• Programmes squeezed out

• Throughcare reduced and resettlement focus 
blurred

• CRB checks necessity? Do they enable 
forgiveness and allow normal lives to be led?



Hopes and concerns

• More emphasis on reform than containment

• More restorative justice



What matters is how we think and 
act

Exclusion – as long as we accept 
that there will be big inequalities 
in our society there will be 
exclusion. Since 1979 that is what 
we have been doing – we could 
promote cooperation and social 
enterprise



Hopes and concerns

• Prisons will become even crueller places

• Emphasis on adversarial system retained

• Moral panic about votes for prisoners

• Anger over the possibility of coming off the 
sex offenders register

• Media will spread misinformation and make 
policing, prison and justice system worse



Hopes and concerns

• Speedier movement through the system for 
long term prisoners

• Numbers going to prison will be reduced

• Greater use of community sentences and 
other alternatives to prison, involving local 
communities

• Tariffs to be respected, changes to IPP 
sentence to reduce indeterminacy

• Phase out the adversarial system



What matters most is how we 
think and then act

Prejudice – ‘not like us’ – the us 
has shrunk to a small group of 
winners

We could challenge the punitive 
culture, gender inequality, social 
diversity and the threat to 
belonging



Hopes and concerns

• Demonisation of magistrates by Quakers

• Young people at risk of another generation 
being criminalised

• Minority groups such as gypsies and travellers 
– do they get justice?

• Prisoners will face a cruel society



Hopes and concerns

• Base decisions on what works not on 
preconceptions and prejudices

• Compassionate intervention for the families of 
offenders



What matters most is how we 
think and then act

Greed – passing on wealth, creates 
waste, is inefficient and corrupts 
thinking. Greening counterculture 
is now preferred by many. 
Environmental pressures and the 
threat to control over our 
environment will lead us to act



Hopes and concerns

• Cj system will continue to make prisoners fit 
the services not the services fit their needs.

• An increase of privatisation of services



What matters most is how we 
think and then act

Despair – recognising there is a 
problem is the first step. 
Admitting to despair is the start 
of the solution. To pretend 
otherwise is perpetuate injustice



Hopes and concerns

• Green paper good bits will not be 
implemented and nothing will change

• Ken Clarke’s policies will be defeated by 
political opposition

• He will be removed from office and replaced 
by Michael Howard

• Probation service will be dismantled

• No extension of restorative justice



Hopes and concerns

• More information about community 
chaplaincy

• Prisons to become places of rehabilitation 
with restorative not punitive work, creative 
activities, maintain and improve current 
services and proper arrangements for health 
and mental health care

• Justice system will do good and no harm



Quaker Testimonies

we have a strong history of countering accepted 
norms. Our Quaker testimonies to 

• Simplicity

• Peace,

• Integrity

• Community

• Equality and

• Sustainability

focus our thinking and acting



Simplicity

Unostentatious lifestyle

Challenge to smoking , alcohol and 
misuse of drugs

Dependence on gratification may 
be central to offending drives

We offer another way of life



Peace

Critical of coercive aspects of 
imprisonment

Creative responses to crime

Restorative approaches

Fairer distribution of wealth and 
equal opportunities in housing 
and health services



Integrity

Honesty and truthfulness

Business probity, concern about 
levels of debt

Restorative justice works towards 
the truth as represented in the 
experience of those involved



Community

Concern for the homeless, 
disadvantaged and elderly, 
addicted, political prisoners

Seek to meet needs rather than 
punish behaviour

Compassion a core value



Equality

Emphasis on rehabilitation, current 
green paper an opportunity for 
change.

Fairer distribution of wealth, equal 
opportunities for employment, 
education, housing and health



Sustainability

Combination of many factors 
challenging greed, inequality, 
supporting a simplicity in living 
with our commitment to the 
stewardship of human and non-
human resources



in conclusion

• religious wisdom, 

• spiritual practice, 

• style of worship, 

• testimonies, 

• organisational structure and 
business method 



• Through our discernment we 
open ourselves  to the inward 
light, reveal our darkness and 
allow it to transform us, then go 
and act in the world from that 
place


